Hemostatic factors as triggers of cardiovascular events.
A growing body of evidence supports a role for hemostatic factors in triggering cardiovascular events. Fibrinogen has been identified as an independent cardiovascular risk factor that is as powerful a predictor as cholesterol. Factor VII, fibrinolytic potential, von Willebrand's factor, and platelet reactivity also have been linked to increased incidence of cardiovascular disease. Further characterization of these factors may lead to improved risk assessment and the development of new therapies for prevention.